AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

eighteenth year and then dedicating them to the
temples. Many a girl has been brought to me for
a certificate to say the girl has attained 18. . . .
I will repeat once more that any amount of outside
legislation or Penal Code Amendment will not take
us one step further unless the temples are re-
formed.1

Not only has legislation intended to reform the
temples failed each time it has been tried, but ever)
attempt has been, and is, fraught with difficulties and
dangers. Even in some States of literate America the
masses still retain, to no smalF degree, their religious
fanaticism ; how much more, then, the masses in illit-
erate Hindustan, who are, as were the peoples of
mediaeval Europe, ignorant, priest-ridden, and vio-
lently reactionable to religious excitation.

A handful of devoted individuals are, however, at
work endeavouring to rescue innocent devadasi pros-
pects before it is too late. These efforts are led by for-
eigners. Outstanding among them is a certain English
lady missionary, who for over twenty years has devoted
her life to this task, and, with her helpers, has saved
several hundred Hindu children, boys as well as girls,
from temple dedication. This is one of the many
tributes paid to her child-sanctuary :

There was something in the place that could be
seen only through prayerful eyes. The three hun-
dred children lived in cottages, each cottage under
an Indian girl with about a dozen tiny children in

1 Proceedings of the Madras Legislative Council, official  report,
November 5th, 1927, p. 513.
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